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Washington Elementary School 
SEPTEMBER, 2009 

 NOTE FROM THE PRINCIPAL—Mrs. Judy Cox 

  
 Welcome Back 

Welcome to all our Washington families, whether you are a 
returning family or a new family to Washington, we are glad to 
serve you.  It is so exciting to be in a new, beautiful building with 
a great staff and great families!!! Our goal this year is to continue 
to provide a safe and nurturing learning environment for all 
children.  You will definitely notice some new learning 
opportunities and equipment along with some new safety features 
for all the children at Washington.  It is a year of change and 
opportunity.   

CURRICULUM NIGHT 

As students arrive they may enter the building and report  to the gym.  They will 
sit by grade level and will be dismissed by grade level to their classrooms.  We 
will provide the free Universal Breakfast to all students in their classrooms at 8:10.  
Classroom instruction will start at 8:40.  

Important Dates to 
Remember 

Sept. 8 - First Day of School 

Sept. 15 - Curriculum 
Night—5-6 PM 

Sept. 16 - Coffee Club @ 
8:30 am 

Sept. 17 - Fundraiser 
Kickoff @ 1:45 pm 

Sept. 28 –NO School for 
students—Staff Professional 
Development Day 

Sept. 30 - Fall Student 
Count Day 

Oct. 1 - Fundraiser sale ends 

Oct. 8 - Picture Day 

SCHOOL HOURS 

Come meet your child’s teacher and hear about the year ahead. You are a key piece 
to your child’s school experience! Our Curriculum Night is Tuesday, September 15, 
at 5 pm. 

BUILDING UPDATES 

As you can probably see, Washington has undergone a huge change!  It is 
absolutely —BEAUTIFUL!!  Thank you citizens of the Bay City Public School 
District for your support!  Please join us at our Curriculum Night on September 
15, 2009 from 5:00-6:00 to see for yourself!! 

ATHLETICS—FLAG FOOTBALL 

Flag football sign-up for boys in 4th and 5th grades is on.  First practice is after 
September 28.  Games are on four Saturdays:  October 3rd, 10th, 17th, and 24th.  
A registration form is attached to this newsletter.  We need at least 3 coaches.  If 
you can coach a team, please contact the office at 894-2744.   
    

WE REALLY NEED YOUR HELP! 



August 2009 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians, Students and Friends of Bay City Public Schools,  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to welcome you to the start of a brand new school year. We strive to 
continue providing a learning environment for our students filled with innovation, opportunity, and 
excellence. 
 
Some of the exciting happenings in the Bay City Public Schools this year include: 
 The completion of our state-of-the-art facilities thanks to our community support of the 2006 bond 
issue, which will be showcased at a community open house at all of our schools on Sunday, October 18 
from 2:00-4:0 p.m. 
 The introduction of a new technology tool called School Messenger allowing easier, faster, timelier 
communication with parents, students, and staff. 
 The purchase of 20 school buses as we continue modernization of our school bus fleet. 
 The installation of security cameras on all school buses to enhance student and staff safety 
 The start of the new trimester schedules at our high schools to assist students in meeting the new 
State of Michigan graduation requirements. 
 The installation of security cameras at our middle and high schools to enhance student and staff 
safety. 
 The introduction of Web Portal by our Food Service Department, which is a new Internet based 
communication tool allowing parents to view lunch account balances and their children’s lunch purchases. 
 We will be one of a few school districts in Michigan to offer Mandarin Chinese as a foreign language. 
The Bay Commitment Scholarship program will again be in place, which has offered 100 scholarships 
each of the past two years to graduating seniors who are the first in their families to attend college. 
 
In closing, I am always open to your comments or questions and can be reached at 671-8165 or a 
newcombed@bcschools.net. I also encourage you to get involved in your children’s education in any way 
that you can such as reading, helping with homework or volunteering at school. Thank you and have a 
great year. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Douglas L. Newcombe 
Interim Superintendent 

NOTE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT:  Mr. Doug Newcombe 
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Bay City Public Schools Parent Involvement Policy—Based upon Board 
Policy H5360  
 
Parent Involvement: Keys to Successful Partnerships  
The Title I buildings in Bay City Public Schools has built a parent involvement 
plan tailored to foster a partnership between the school community and the 
parents and the children they serve. There are six types of involvement rooted 
in research and developed to ensure that parents can participate in the school 
lives of their children at levels that suit their needs. 
 
 

PARENT INVOLVEMENT POLICY 



STUDENT PLANNERS 

All Fourth and Fifth grade students  will receive a planner during the first week of school.   Daily use of 
planners will help students remember what homework they have, will allow for communication between 
parents and teachers, and will allow for students to keep track of important dates.  Please check your 
student’s planner each day for these items.  Your support is appreciated. 
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KEEPING KIDS SAFE 

During the school day, all building doors are locked, except the front door. When you visit the school 
during the day, please sign in at the office before proceeding into the school.  

20 MINUTES A DAY 

Our 10th Annual 20 Minutes a Day reading celebration will be on 
Saturday, September 19, from 11-1 pm at the Friendship Shell in 
downtown Bay City.  More information will be sent home in the 
next couple of weeks.  This celebration is to remind parents and 
students of the importance of reading, or being read to for 20 
minutes every day. 

FUNDRAISER 

The annual Washington Fundraiser kickoff assembly is September 17, 2009.  The money raised is used 
for several different activities, such as The Halloween Carnival, Field Day, Washington T-Shirts, The 
Easter Egg Hunt and classroom field trips. 



Please make all arrangements with your child before the school day. We will not be interrupting classrooms 
with calls, messages, etc.  
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OFFICE CALLS 

As a reminder, in the interest of providing a safe, clean and healthy environment for employees,  
students and visitors, the use of tobacco products on school property is prohibited at all times.  

Please review the Student Code of Conduct /Technology Hand Book that was/will be sent home with your 
child(ren).  As soon as possible, please return the back page with your signature and your child’s signature 
so he/she may be able to use our school computers. Until that form is signed and returned to us, your child 
will not be able to use the computer lab or computer in his/her classroom. 

NON-SMOKING POLICY 

STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT 

Safe and secure supervision during the lunch hour depends on adequate staff. This is a great opportunity 
to be with kids, meet new people, and earn a little extra spending money. We can accommodate anyone’s 
schedule. Please come into the office or call Tracey at 894-2744 for more information.  

NOON AIDES 

LUNCH 

Free/Reduced lunch forms will be sent home and available on our website.  Please complete the form to 
see if you qualify.  Lunch forms need to be completed each year.  If you have any questions, please 
contact the Food Service Department at 671-8191.  The following is our lunch schedule:   

 
Lunch Times @ Washington 2009-2010  

 
 

GRADE LUNCH/RECESS 

Kindergarten 11:20 - Noon 

First Grade 11:20 - Noon 

Second Grade 12:10 - 12:50 pm 

Third Grade 12:10 - 12:50 pm 

Fourth Grade 12:10 - 12:50 pm 

Fifth Grade 11:20 - Noon 





Weather changes quickly in Michigan.  With these changes,  school delays and/or 
closings are possible.  In a school delay, it is just that— school starts exactly 2 hours 
later than our regular starting time of 8:20 AM.  That means all bus pick-up times are 2 
hours later than normal, too.  On days when it appears school may be delayed or closed, 
please do not call the office.  Please listen to TV or radio stations for announcements, or 
check our webpage at www.bcschools.net.  As soon as schools are closed or delayed, 
the media and our webpage is updated.  The safety of our students is our major concern. 

SCHOOL DELAY AND CLOSING INFORMATION 
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BUS TRANSPORTATION 

If you have questions or concerns about bussing, please contact the Transportation Department at 662-4416. 

Getting students back and forth to school is extremely important in all of our 
schools.  Below is our plan for getting all students to and from school in a safe 
manner: 
 
ARRIVAL—DROP OFF 
 Bussed students are dropped off in the 7th Ave. parking area.  7th Ave. needs 

to be clear of traffic so busses can make the turn out of the parking lot. 
 Students who are dropped off:  Students should be dropped off in the 

McKinley St. parking lot.  As you enter the parking lot, continue to the turn-
around (by the building), and drop you student off.  Please do not park car for 
any length of time.  The line will be backed up, and parents will not be able to 
get around your car to leave.  This would create major traffic jams. 

 Walkers:  Walkers may enter either the McKinley main doors or the 7th Ave. 
door. 

DROP OFF & PICK-UP PROCEDURES 

DISMISSAL 
Teachers will walk all students to the exit locations. 

 
Bussed Students:  Teachers will walk students to busses located in the 
7th Ave. parking area.  
 
Students being picked-up:  Students being picked up will be directed to 
the pick-up area in the McKinley St. parking lot by the turn-around.  As 
you are waiting, please do not leave your parked car to enter the building.  
To keep traffic flow, we do not need traffic jams due to unattended cars. 
 
Walkers:  Students will be directed to the McKinley St. main doors.  If 
parents need to wait for dismissal, please wait in the McKinley main 
entrance way. 





COFFEE CLUB 

Our Coffee Club meets monthly.  This is for any parents who wish to attend to help with school events, 
have questions about things at school, or just would like to socialize with other parents.  Each meeting will 
have a curriculum focus.  Our first Coffee Club meeting is Wednesday, September 16 from 8:30 am to 9:30. 

FALL STUDENT COUNT DAY 

Fall student count day is Wednesday, September 30, which is an important day  for all schools in Michigan.  
This is how we receive funding for our school.  Please make sure your child is in school on this important 
day.  If you child is ill, please make sure to call the office at 894-2744. 

PICTURE DAY 

This year’s student picture day is Thursday, October 8.  I know it is a month 
away, but I just wanted you to know the date. 
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VICTORIES AND OPPORTUNITIES (V & O’s) 

Each month we will have a V&O assembly.  
During these assemblies, students who have 
had a “victory”—bringing up their grades, 
outstanding attendance, or demonstrating a 
positive action and nominated by a staff 
member will be acknowledged.  Positive 
actions by students need to be reinforced so 
they, and others, will continue to display 
these positive qualities. Our first V & O 
Assembly is on Thursday, September 10. 





It is very important that 
parents notify the school 
office of any changes in 
address, home, and work 
phone numbers, etc.  When 
we have emergencies, it is 
important that we have the 
correct information to reach a 
parent as soon as possible.   
 

. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
If you have had any changes 
on your emergency/profile 
sheet , please let us know. 
Please call Jackie at 894-2744 
with any changes. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS/
PHONE/EMERGENCY FORMS 

ATTENDANCE  
POLICY 

Our goal is to have all of our students in 
class, learning every day for the entire 
learning day, 8:20 am-3:17pm.  When it is 
necessary for a child to miss school for 
any reason, it is the parent’s responsibility 
to call the school office  at 894-2744 to 
excuse your child.  If at all possible it is 
best for your child’s education to schedule 
doctor and dentist appointments after 
school or during scheduled vacations. 

  The Learning Day 

8:10—Universal Breakfast 

8:20— Student’s must be in 
classrooms ready to learn. 

3:17—The end of the learning day. 

Remember, no school on 
Monday, September 28 due 
to Staff Development Day. 

If your child is absent 
for a very short term, 
they can contact their 
teachers upon returning 
to school.  For absences 
more than one day, 
parents may call the 
school and request 
assignments that may 
be worked on prior to 
the student returning. 
Please request your 
student’s homework at 
least 24 hours in 
advance only if they 
will be out for more 
than one day.   

HOMEWORK 
POLICY 
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______Yes, I received and read the September Newsletter. 
 
Student______________________ Parent (optional)_______________________ 
 
Parent Signature______________________ Phone #:____________________ 
 
Any comments, concerns, suggestions, or congratulations are appreciated! 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Thank you for your thoughts! 

Please complete the bottom portion and have your child return it to their teacher. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
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